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SUMMARY 

An archaeological assessment was carried out on a site located on Turvey Avenue, Donabate, Co. 

Dublin (Beaverstown Td.; Portraine Parish; Nethercross By.; OS Sheet Dublin 12; ITM722549, 750095). 

The site covers an area of c.1 hectare to the west of the railway station and within 100m of St. Patrick’s 

Church of Ireland, the site of the medieval parish church of Donabate. This Archaeological Impact 

Assessment report, comprising a desk-based assessment and test-excavations, sought to identify and 

describe known and potential archaeological or cultural heritage constraints within and/or immediately 

adjacent to the site. The following factors were identified in the course of assessment: 

 

o The site is large in scale occupying an area of roughly 1Ha. 

o There are no recorded monuments situated within the site boundaries, however, the site is 

within the Zone of Notification for several of medieval and prehistoric date. 

o No potential archaeological features were recorded in aerial photos of the subject site.  

o Examination of the cartographic sources indicates no archaeological features. 

o No archaeological excavations have been undertaken previously within the subject site, 

however a number of excavations in the vicinity have uncovered archaeological features. 

o No archaeological features or material were identified during the course of the test-excavation. 

 

Test trench locations were agreed in advance with the Department of Culture, Heritage and the 

Gaeltacht (DCHG, Excavation licence 19E0518). A total of seven trenches (348 linear metres) were 

mechanically excavated across the site under archaeological supervision. 

 

No material or features of archaeological interest were identified during the course of the test 

excavations 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Due to the proximity of surrounding archaeological activity it is recommended that the 

groundworks for the development should be archaeologically monitored. 

 

Revision Status Date Prepared by Reviewed by Approved by 

1 Final 
15th October 

2019 

L. Coen 

ARCHAEOLOGIST 

A. O’Connell 

SENIOR ARCHAEOLOGIST 
C. Mc Guinness 
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1. INTRODUCTION

This archaeological assessment report for a proposed development has been prepared by Archer 

Heritage Planning Ltd for Elchior Construction Ltd. The test excavations were undertaken under licence 

19E0518 issued to Aidan O’Connell by the Department of Culture Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG) 

in consultation with the National Museum of Ireland (NMI). The work was undertaken over a 2-day 

period from 19th-20th August 2019. 

1.1 Proposed Development 

The development will consist of the construction of a residential development comprising of 144 no. 

apartment units (26 no. one beds, 100 no. two beds, 18 no. three beds) within 3 no. blocks (ranging in 

height from 3-5 storeys over basement) and 1 no. retail unit, all of which will be provided as follows: 

Block A containing a total of 50 no. apartments comprising of 10 no. one beds, and 40 no. two beds, in a 

building 3-5 storeys over basement in height, and all apartments provided with private balconies/

terraces; Block B containing a total of 40 no. apartments comprising of 12 no. one beds, and 28 

no. two beds, in a building 5 storeys over basement in height, and all apartments provided with 

private balconies/terraces; and, Block C containing a total of 54 no. apartments comprising of 4 no. one 

beds, 32 no. two beds, and 18 no. three beds, in a building 3-5 storeys over basement in height, and 

all apartments provided with private balconies/terraces. The development also includes the 
construction of a basement providing 144 no. car parking spaces to be accessed off Turvey Walk, 300 
no. bicycle spaces, 5 no. motorcycle spaces, plant room and bin stores. The proposal also incorporates 
5 no. car parking spaces and 20 no. bicycle spacees at surface level, esb sub-station, associated 
elevational signage to retail unit, public lighting, boundary treatment, landscaping including play 
equipment, public realm improvements to existing public path from Turvey Avenue to Turvey Grove 
including opening and widening of existing path to provide pedestrian and cycle lane, utilisation of 
existing vehicular access from Turvey Avenue to the development for emergency vehicles only; and all 
associated engineering and site works necessary to facilitate the development.

1.2 Archaeological Requirements 

This assessment was undertaken as part of the pre-planning application process under a 

Strategic Housing Development Application. 

2. SITE DESCRIPTION

The lands (approx. 1ha) in question are small rear gardens and back lots, orientated north/south,not in 

agricultural use to the west of the railway line in the village of Donabate. The area is relatively flat, much 

overgrown with trees, shrubs and other vegetation. The site had been subject to earlier 

construction activity, possibly associated with the residential developments that border the site to the 

east, north and 
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west. A tarmacced laneway extends through the site from Turvey Avenue northwards before curving 

east/west. Numerous heaps of construction material and spoil are grassed over and often obscured by 

the heavy vegetation. 

3. METHOD STATEMENT

The following sources were consulted in the preparation of this report: 

o Record of Monuments and Places (RMP)1

o Record of Protected Structures (Fingal Development Plan 2013–2019, Appendix 8)

o Aerial photography (various collections including National Museum of Ireland, Geological

Survey of Ireland and/or Ordnance Survey Ireland)

o Historical maps (including early edition Ordnance Survey (OS) maps and pre-Ordnance Survey

held at Trinity College Map Library).

o Reference material (journals, papers, books etc) held by the National Library of Ireland, local

libraries and/or on-line search facilities/collections (e.g. JSTOR etc)

o Relevant on-line databases (e.g. Excavation Bulletin; NRA Archaeological Database).

4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

4.1 General Archaeological & Historical Background 

The local landscape has a significant number of prehistoric and medieval remains. Stone Age activity is 

primarily based on the retrieval of flint artefacts, a significant number of which have been identified 

along the north Dublin coast between Howth and Balbriggan, in particular the Malahide/Donabate and 

Roganstown estuaries where numerous Mesolithic objects have been found (Stout & Stout 1992). The 

topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland indicate that settlement in the area continued into 

the Neolithic period. A stone axehead (NMI 1932:5626) and two flint flakes (NMI 1978:20-21) are 

recorded from Beaverstown, Donabate.   

In the early medieval period, Donabate formed part of the kingdom of Brega, initially ruled by a dynastic 

confederation known as the Laigin, but after the seventh century was under the rule of the 

SílnAedoSláine of the Southern Uí Neill. After the area came under the control of Anglo-Normans in the 

late twelfth century, the lands around Donabate came under the control of the Archbishop of Dublin, 

who had his episcopal manor at Swords, Co. Dublin. Around 1230 AD, Donabate church was granted to 

1 Archive Unit National Monuments Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht,  Floor 2, Block 6, 
Irish Life Centre 
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the monastery of Grane, Co. Carlow and remained in their possession until the dissolution of the 

monasteries in 1541 (Bates 2001). In the eighteenth century, an extensive tract of the land around 

Donabate was purchased by Charles Cobbe, later Archbishop of Dublin.  

 

4.2 Record of Monuments & Places 

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a statutory inventory of archaeological sites protected 

under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004 (Section 12, 1994 Act), compiled and maintained by the 

Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI). The inventory concentrates on pre-1700 AD sites and is based 

on a previous inventory known as the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) which does not have legal 

protection or status (see www.archaeology.ie). There are no recorded monuments located within 

the application area; there are several in the immediate area. The site lies within the Zone of 

Notification for DU012-066; DU012-067; DU012-082001; DU012-082002; DU012-082003; and DU012-

082004 (Figure 3; Table 1 below). 

 

SMR No Class Townland ITM Distance to site 

DU012-005001- Church Donabate 722482, 749979  <100m to S 

St Patrick's Church of Ireland church (1758) occupies the site of the medieval parish Church of Donabate. A 
reference from 1275 says there was a monastery of Grey Friars there. The Civil Survey (1654-6) mentions the 
walls of a parish church. In 1838 there were still some remains of the earlier church to be seen alongside the 
present building. The 18th century church porch incorporates a medieval doorway (c.15th century) with a pointed 
arch of chamfered limestone and a plain stop.  
Compiled by: Geraldine Stout  
Updated by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 16 January 2015 

DU012-005002-  Castle - tower house  Donabate 722497, 749981 <100m to S 

There is a residential tower attached to the east end of St Patrick's C of I Church. It rises to three storeys with a 
stepped battlemented parapet level (ext dims. L 6.10, Wth 5.4). The cap house, which projects above the 
battlement level, contains the stairs. There is a carved head projecting from the exterior of the east wall at second 
floor level. The residential tower is entered through a pointed arched doorway with chamfered jambs which is 
located in the N. This shows signs of damage and repair. A wooden studded door is still in situ. The first floor 
chamber contains a wall press and a plain fireplace, the flue for which is carried on corbels in the N wall.  
Interior is lit by rectangular windows with chamfered granite jambs. Stairs to second floor are damaged. This 
chamber is lit by plain single slit opes.  
Compiled by: Geraldine Stout  
Updated by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 15 January 2015  

DU012-005003-  Graveyard Donabate 722490, 749966 <100m to S 

Situated on high ground sloping down to north. The village green is to the south. This is a roughly square (Dim.  
c 40m) walled graveyard containing 18th-19th century memorials orientated E-W which are around all sides of the 
church (DU012-005001-) and residential tower (DU012-005002-). It is raised (1-1.5m) above the external ground 
level. Part of the eastern graveyard wall has collapsed into back gardens of relatively new houses whose 
construction involved cut away of external ground level.  
Compiled by: Geraldine Stout  
Updated by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 16 January 2015  

DU012-005004-  Wall monument 
(present location)  

Donabate 722482, 749975  <100m to S 

There are 18th-century and earlier graveslabs in the porch of St Patrick's church of Ireland including one  
dedicated to John Fitzsimon (d. 1709) and a monument to Patrick Barnewall of Staffordstown and his wife  
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SMR No Class Townland ITM Distance to site 

Begnot de La Hoyde who died in 1592. The later contains an inscription and two coats of arms.  
Compiled by: Geraldine Stout  
Updated by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 16 January 2015  

DU012-066----  Habitation site  Beaverstown  722599, 750048  <20m to S 

An archaeological assessment in 2002 revealed prehistoric features. They comprised two distinct clusters of 
seventeen pits and post-holes forming a semi-circular arrangement spread over an area 8m N-S by 5m. Finds 
include sherds of early Neolithic pottery and some flint.   
Compiled by: Geraldine Stout  
Date of upload: 26 August 2011  

DU012-067----  Enclosure  Beaverstown  722599, 750048  <20m to S 

An archaeological assessment in 2002 revealed a section of curvilinear ditch (L 15m, Wth 1.3m, D0.5-0.7m which 
produced Beaker pottery. Three features were revealed within the confines of the enclosure including a pit  
0.4m in diameter and 0.2m deep which contained a small amount of burnt bone. 
Compiled by: Geraldine Stout  
Date of upload: 26 August 2011  

DU012-082001-  Excavation – 
miscellaneous 

 Donabate  722490, 750031  <10m to S 

This monument was excavated (Licence no. 08E0155) in advance of road widening. Three phases of 
archaeological activity were identified, the earliest of which was a wide linear ditch (exposed for 99m E-W) that ran 
along the base of the hill where Donabate church (DU012-005001-) and tower house (DU012-005002-) are 
located. Radiocarbon analysis of a sample of animal bone from the ditch fill returned an early medieval date (661-
778 cal. AD). The second phase consisted of structures (DU012-082002-), drainage ditches and pits dated to the 
13th – 14th centuries. An E-W ditch cut into the early medieval ditch and returned a later medieval date from an 
animal bone sample (1429-1473 cal. AD). The final phase consisted of a post-medieval circular building with a 
substantial stone footing (interpreted as a possible dovecote), ditches and a metalled path (Kavanagh  
2011, 32).  
Compiled by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 5 February 2015  

DU012-082002-  Structure  Donabate  722487, 750034 <10m to S 

This monument was excavated (Licence no. 08E0155) in advance of road widening. Uncovered at the base of a 
hill where Donabate church (DU012-005001-) and tower house (DU012-005002-) are located, this was one of two 
adjacent structures situated on the edge of an early medieval ditch (DU012-082001-). Defined by an L-shaped 
dry-stone wall (5m E-W) the structure was associated with N – S drainage ditches from which a significant 
quantity of 12th – 14th century pottery was recovered (Kavanagh 2011, 13). 
Compiled by: Christine Baker 
Date of upload: 5 February 2015 

DU012-082003-  Structure  Donabate  722487, 750035  <10m to S 

This monument was excavated (Licence no. 08E0155) in advance of road widening. Uncovered at the base of a 
hill where Donabate church (DU012-005001-) and tower house (DU012-005002-) are located, this was one of two 
adjacent structures situated on the edge of an early medieval ditch (DU012-082001-). Defined by a rubblewall 
collapse, a flagstone floor and the remains of a dry-stone wall (3m E-W) the structure was located immediately E 
of the second structure (DU012-082002-). Associated with N – S drainage ditches from which a significant 
quantity of 12th-14th century pottery was recovered (Kavanagh 2011, 14).  
Compiled by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 5 February 2015  

DU012-082004-  Structure  Donabate  722484, 750033  <10m to S 

This monument was excavated (Licence no. 08E0155) in advance of road widening. Uncovered at the base of a 
hill where Donabate church (DU012-005001-) and tower house (DU012-005002-) are located, this structure 
overlay the backfilled early medieval ditch (DU012-082001-). Defined by an L-shaped dry-stone wall (4.7m E-W x 
2.7m N-S) the structure was associated medieval activity including a large sub-rectangular rubbish pit (2m diam.) 
from which 12th – mid-14th century and a silver farthing from the reign of Edward III (AD 1335-43) were 
recovered. (Kavanagh 2011, 14)  
Compiled by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 5 February 2015  

DU012-083----  Excavation – 
miscellaneous 

 Beaverstown  722673, 750145  60m to NE 
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SMR No Class Townland ITM Distance to site 

This monument was excavated (Licence no. 04E0185) in advance of development. Characterised by a series of 
pits from which medieval pottery was recovered, the site was truncated by post-medieval activity including a 
curvilinear ditch from which a sherd of 17th century Frechen ware was recovered (Lohan 2002, 19).  
Compiled by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 5 February 2015  

DU012-088----  Enclosure  Ballymastone  723504, 749918  900m to ESE 

This monument was subject to geophysical survey (Licence no. 05R012) and test excavation (Licence no. 
07E0650) to inform the Donabate Local Area Plan. A ditched (1m wide) circular enclosure (50m diam.) was 
identified. (Frazer 2007).  
 Compiled by: Christine Baker  
Date of upload: 5 February 2015  

DU012-097--- Ring ditch Corballis 723499, 749530 1050m to SE 

Situated in tillage on the edge of the broad crest of a ridge, with extensive views in all directions. The sea is in 
view to the E and the Broadmeadow river estuary lies to the S. First identified in a geophysical survey in 2005 
along with a burnt mound (DU012-086----) at the base of the slope to the S in the same field. Another burnt mound 
(DU012-087----) was identified in that geophysical survey in the adjoining field to the SW (Baker, 2006a; Frazer 
2007a). Test excavations were carried out at the site in in 2006 (Licence No. O6E0027) and the ring-ditch was 
fully excavated in 2017 in advance of the construction of the Donabate Distributor Road by Liam Coen working 
with Archer Heritage Planning (Licence No. 17E0407). The site consists of a circular area (diam c. 16m) defined 
by an enclosing fosse which was recut. The first phase of activity consisted of the excavation of a ring-ditch 
defined by a broad, fairly deep v-shaped fosse. The fill of this was largely undifferentiated, comprising of a sterile 
fill which gave the appearance of having been backfilled very quickly after having been dug – there was no silting 
at the base. The upper ring-ditch which was recut into the earlier fosse was a shallow u-shaped fosse, filled with a 
darker, charcoal-rich fill with an entrance to the E. This was defined by two rounded terminals with a single central 
post pit at the centre. No features were recorded in the interior. A stone bead with a central waist somewhat 
reminiscent of a dumbbell bead, some lithics and burnt bone were recovered from the upper ditch fill.  
Compiled by: Margaret Keane  
Uploaded on: 15 November 2017 

Table 1: RMP/SMR sites in the vicinity of the proposed development  

 

4.3 Cartographic Sources 

Analysis of historic mapping can show human impact on landscape over a prolonged period. Large 

collections of historical maps (pre- and early Ordnance Survey maps as well as estate or private maps) 

are held at the Glucksman Map Library, Trinity College and other sources (UCD Library, Ordnance 

Survey Ireland, local libraries and published material). The development of the site and its vicinity 

recorded through the seventeenth to twentieth century cartography are described in Table 2 below 

(Figure 4). No new archaeological features were recorded within the subject site.  

 

Map Date Description 

Down Survey 1656 
No clear indication of the village of Donabate, just a cluster of houses in 
the townland of Beverstowne (Beaverstown) 

Historic 6inch 1844 
The site is comprised of several fields to the rear of a line of houses on 
Turvey Avenue, with the plots orientated in their current north/south 
alignment 

Historic 25inch 1906-09 
Little changed from the earlier map except for some adjacent field 
boundaries removed. 

Table 2: Cartographic sources relating to the site 
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4.4 Aerial Photography 

Aerial photography (or other forms of remote sensing) may reveal certain archaeological features or 

sites (earthworks, crop marks, soil marks) that for many reasons may not be appreciated at ground 

level. Online orthostatic photographs of the site were examined (Ordnance Survey Ireland 1995, 2000, 

2005 & 2017; Google/Bing Maps 2018).  

 

Aerial Photograph Date Description 

OSi 1995 
Black and white photograph. A track crosses the western field diagonally. 
Most plot boundaries are intact. 

OSi 2017 
Site is overgrown in many places, more recent construction to the north 
and east.  

Table 3: Aerial Photographs (Figure 5) 

 

4.5 Previous Archaeological Excavations 

The Excavation Bulletin is a database of summary accounts of archaeological excavations in Ireland 

and Northern Ireland from 1970 onwards. Summaries relating to archaeological excavations undertaken 

by the National Roads Authority are also available on-line and were consulted for any adjacent sites. 

Reports on licensed archaeological works are also held by the Archive Unit of the National Monuments 

Section (NMS). There were no previous archaeological excavations within the subject site but 

several have taken place in the immediate vicinity details of which are shown below in Table 4. 

Most relevant are the archaeological works associated with the residential development to the north and 

east of the site and a road widening scheme on Turvey Avenue to the south. A series of excavations for 

the residential development revealed multi-period activity including Neolithic and Beaker period pottery 

while the road-widening scheme on Turvey Avenue revealed, inter alia, a large Early Medieval ditch and 

late and post-medieval structures.  

 

Licence   SMR No  OS Ref  Townland/ 

Street  

Ex. Bull.  Ref. Authors  

99E0690  

08E0155 

DU012-005  722725, 749923  

722525,751523  

Turvey Ave.  

Donabate  

1999:176  

2008:390  

C Walsh  

H Kavanagh  

1999:176: Test excavation in advance of footpath widening scheme. Pits of possible late medieval date, 

containing food debris, bone and shell were uncovered A coin identified by Michael Kenny as a ‘Patrick’ dating to  

1564, was recovered from topsoil. Finds of more recent date were recovered from the upper black loam.  

2008:390: Full excavation in advance of the road widening scheme. 3 phases of activity identified. Early medieval 

activity (Phase I) comprised a 99m long linear ditch which cut an earlier pit. Late medieval activity (Phase II) 

comprised 9m x 7.5m drystone rectangular structure, a corn drying kiln, drainage ditches and 2 large refuse pits.  

Post-medieval activity comprised a circular drystone structure (poss windmill), drainage ditches, pits and gullies.  

02E1708  

02E1708ext  

03E1634  

02E1708ext  

 722621,750211  

722621, 750211  

722600, 750048  

722621, 750211  

 

 

Beaverstown  

 

2002:0508  

2003:483  

2003:484  

2004:0500  

I Hagen  

I Hagen  

I Hagen  

T Bolger  
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Licence   SMR No  OS Ref  Townland/ 

Street  

Ex. Bull.  Ref. Authors  

04E0185  722595, 750033  2004:0501  K Lohan  

2002:0508: Testing in advance of development. 7 trenches excavated. One trench (T7) produced archaeological 

features dating to the prehistoric (pits and postholes) and post-medieval (furrow) periods.  

2003:483: Monitoring in advance of development revealed 2 areas of interest. The first was an extension to the 

prehistoric activity noted in the earlier assessment at the site entrance. The second was an area of shell deposits 

at the NE of the site.  

2003:484: Excavation of a 34m x 12m area at the site access. 28 features dating to the Neolithic-post-medieval 

periods mainly comprising pits and postholes. Neolithic activity was confined to a series of pits and postholes 

associated with early Neolithic pottery and flint. Bronze Age activity comprised a 15m section of curvilinear ditch,  

a pit, a posthole and a possible cremation burial. The ditch contained sherds of beaker and late Bronze Age 

pottery.  

2004:0500: Monitoring in advance of development. No archaeology found.  

2004:0501: Excavation of 8 medieval and post-medieval features, comprising pits, a hearth, a curvilinear feature 

and shell deposits at NE of development site following identification of shell deposits in monitoring (see 2003:483).   

02E1872    723024,750778  Beaverstown 
Rd. 

 2004:0499  E Stafford  

Monitoring in advance of development at Beaverstown House. No archaeology found.  

07E0185    722749,749961  Donabate  2007:459  D Delaney  

Testing in advance of broadband project. No archaeology found.  

09E0155    721075,750555m  Turvey Ave  2009:305  D Sweetman  

Testing in advance of single house. No archaeology found.   

12E0253    722440, 749860  Newbridge Ave.  2012:196  A O’Connell  

Testing in advance of housing development. No archaeology found.  

07E0650     649441, 823507   Corballis   2007:451  G McLoughlin  

Testing carried out in advance of residential development and as a follow-on from assessment in advance of the  

Donabate Local Area Action Plan. Test trenches targeted geophysical anomalies and identified 4 additional sites.  

Two large enclosures and 2 burnt mounds were identified. One of the enclosures was dated to the early medieval 

period by a fragment of copper alloy object collected from the ditch.  

11E0060    722559, 748972  Kilcrea  2011:217  M McQuade  

Monitoring of development works (single dwelling house). No archaeology found.  

11E0333    723498, 751070  Beaverstown & 
Rahillion  

2011:180  D Bayley  

Testing in advance of residential development. No archaeology found. 

17E0239 DU012-005001-4 722405, 750026 Donabate 2017:500 R. Lynch & J. 
Whitaker 

Testing was undertaken in lands at Turvey Avenue, Donabate, Co Dublin prior to a planning application. It follows 

a previous impact assessment report carried out by Faith Bailey and Brenda Fuller of IAC Ltd in April 2017 and a 

geophysical survey carried out by Joanna Leigh on behalf of IAC Ltd. 

The proposed development area is an irregular green field site. The eastern portion of the site is within the zone of 

archaeological potential associated with St Patrick’s Church, tower house, graveyard and wall monuments 

(DU012-005001-4). Further sites proposed for inclusion into the record of monuments are located to the 

immediate north of the proposed development area. These consist of early medieval and medieval remains 

identified during an excavation in advance of the widening of a section of Turvey Avenue (licence 08E0155). 

Features associated with the medieval remains extend into the proposed development area. 

The testing results have shown that there is considerable multi-phased archaeological activity within the central 

and eastern part of this site. This is in the form of four substantial ditches, up to 12 smaller ditches, several small 

linear features (gullies, furrows and drains), two pits, a metalled surface, two spreads and a human skeleton. The 

majority of the features identified in the geophysical survey were confirmed to be archaeological with the exception 

of the isolated anomalies in the west of the field. While dateable artefacts were not plentiful, those retrieved during 

the testing indicate that the features range in date from at least the early medieval to post-medieval periods. 
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Licence   SMR No  OS Ref  Townland/ 

Street  

Ex. Bull.  Ref. Authors  

Proposed development plans are yet to be finalised, however any development in the central and eastern portions 

of the site will have an adverse impact on the recorded archaeology on the site. Any proposed development in the 

west of the site may have localised impacts as archaeological features are more dispersed in this part of the site. 

Table 4: Previous archaeological excavations in the vicinity 

4.6 Architectural Heritage 

Local Authorities have a statutory responsibility to safeguard architectural heritage in accordance with 

Part IV of the Planning and Development Act 2000. Under S.51 (1), a Council must compile a Record of 

Protected Structures (RPS), which lists all structures which are of special architectural, historical, 

archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest. The protection, unless otherwise 

stated, includes the exterior and interior of the structure, lands lying within its curtilage (boundary), other 

structures and their interiors within the curtilage, plus all fixtures and fittings which form part of the 

interior or exterior of any of these structures. Buildings can be added to, or deleted from the RPS at any 

time, though generally this occurs when the development plan is being reviewed.  

 

There are a series of Protected Structures in the immediate vicinity, full details below in Table 5. 

 

The closest Protected Structures are; 

 Fingal Co. Co. RPS no. 0506, The Cottage; 

 Fingal Co. Co. RPS no. 0507, Waterpump; 

 Fingal Co. Co. RPS no. 0508, St. Patrick’s Church of Ireland Church. 

These are located in The Square, Donabate, c. 100m to the south of the site. 

A further cluster lie c. 120m to the east; 

 Fingal Co. Co. RPS no. 0509, Smyth’s Public House; 

 Fingal Co. Co. RPS no. 0510, Former Station Master’s House; 

 Fingal Co. Co. RPS no. 0511, Donabate Railway Station. 

 

Fingal Co. Co. 
RPS No. 

Structure Name 
Street 
Address 

Townland Description 

506 The Cottage The Square Donabate 
Five-bay two-storey 19th century 
house 

507 Waterpump The Square Donabate Cast-iron pump of rounded profile 

508 
St. Patrick's Church 
(C of I) 

The Square Donabate 

18th century Church of Ireland 
Church, remains of square pre-
1700 tower, memorial slab & 
graveyard 

509 
Smyth's Public 
House 

Donabate 
Village 

Donabate House, Barns & Out-offices 

510 
Station Masters 
House 

Donabate 
Village 

Beaverstown 
(Donabate) 

Former Station Masters House 

511 Donabate Railway Donabate Beaverstown Railway Station, Signal Box & 
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Fingal Co. Co. 
RPS No. 

Structure Name 
Street 
Address 

Townland Description 

Station Village (Donabate) Pedestrian Bridge 

Table 5: Record of Protected Structures in the vicinity of the proposed development 

 

 

5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL TESTING 

5.1 Methodology 

A total of seven test-trenches (348 linear metres) were excavated under archaeological supervision on 

20-21 August 2019 in clear dry conditions (Figure 6; Plates 1-8). A 13-ton tracked excavator with a 2 m 

grading bucket was used to excavate the trenches. The trenches were located to assess the potential of 

the general site. Excavation proceeded in level spits no greater than 0.2 m to the subsoil or top of the 

first archaeological horizon where present. Each revealed surface was inspected for archaeological 

remains and any features present were recorded appropriately. All potential archaeological features 

identified within the trenches were tested to determine their extent, composition and depth and to 

ascertain potential dating material. All trenches were reinstated on completion of the works.  

 

5.2 Results 

The area is relatively flat, much overgrown with trees, shrubs and other vegetation. The site had been 

subject to earlier construction activity, possibly associated with the residential developments that border 

the site to the east, north and west. A tarmacced laneway extended through the site from Turvey 

Avenue northwards before curving east/west. Numerous heaps of construction material and spoil were 

grassed over and often obscured by the heavy vegetation. These conditions constrained the location 

and coverage of test trenches and several amendments to the Method Statement layout were made to 

reflect on-site conditions. The amended test-trench layout was recorded using a GPS machine to ITM 

co-ordinates. Topsoil was generally 0.2-0.4m in depth though almost entirely absent in the western field. 

Subsoil was a heavy mixed brown, reddish-brown and yellow clay of medium compaction. No 

archaeological features or material was identified in the course of testing. 

 

Trench L x B x D Orientation Description 

1 51m x 2m x 0.35-0.50m SW/NE No archaeology found 

2 42m x 2m x 0.4-.55m N/S No archaeology found 

3  55m x 2m x 0.35-0.60m NE/SW No archaeology found 

4 57m x 2m x 0.3-0.50m N/S No archaeology found 

5  36m x 2m x 0.3-0.45m NE/SW No archaeology found 

6 45m x 2m x 0.2-0.35m NE/SW No archaeology found 

7a 51m x 2m x 0.2-0.3m NE/SW No archaeology found 
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Trench L x B x D Orientation Description 

7b 11m x 2m x 0.2 N/S No archaeology found 

Table 6: Testing results 

 

 

6. IMPACTS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

This archaeological impact assessment has employed a variety of sources in conjunction with test-

excavations to make a coherent assessment of the cultural heritage risk associated with the project.  

The following conclusions are presented in order to ascertain any likely significant potential direct and 

indirect impacts which the proposed development may have:  

o The site is large in scale occupying an area of roughly 1Ha. 

o There are no recorded monuments situated within the site boundaries, however, the site is 

within the Zone of Notification for several of medieval and prehistoric date. 

o No potential archaeological features were recorded in aerial photos of the subject site.  

o Examination of the cartographic sources indicates no archaeological features. 

o No archaeological excavations have been undertaken previously within the subject site, 

however a number of excavations in the vicinity have uncovered archaeological features. 

o No archaeological features or material were identified during the course of the test-excavation 

These factors indicate that there is a low-moderate potential for the survival of buried archaeological 

remains at this site.  

 

The greatest threat to unrecorded, buried archaeological sites/ features occur during the construction 

stage and include all ground disturbance works undertaken at this stage e.g. excavations and other 

groundworks including the provision of access roads and service trenches; movement of machines etc. 

In the absence of the mitigation measure described below, significant likely impacts on any buried 

archaeology and heritage sites would be direct, negative and permanent. 

 

Due to the proximity of surrounding archaeological activity, represented by RMP sites DU012-

066; DU012-067; DU012-082001; DU012-082002; DU012-082003; and DU012-082004, it is 

recommended that the groundworks for the development should be archaeologically monitored. 

 

Should any archaeological features or material be identified then an appropriate area surrounding the 

archaeology will be cordoned off from construction activity and the Department of Culture, Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht (DCHG) will be notified and an appropriate mitigation strategy, i.e. preservation in situ or 

full archaeological excavation, will be agreed. 
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The conclusions and recommendations expressed in this report are subject to the approval of the 

DCHG and the relevant planning authorities. As the statutory body responsible for the protection of 

Ireland’s archaeological and cultural heritage resource, the DCHG may issue alternative or additional 

recommendations.  
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Plate 1: Trench 1 from south-west    Plate 2: Trench 2 from north-east    Plate 3: Trench 3 from south- west 
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Plate 4: Trench 4 from north    Plate 5: Trench 5 from north    Plate 6: Trench 6 from south- west 
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Plate 7: Trench 7a from south-west    Plate 8: Trench 7b from south 
 


